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chief Brexit negotiator says he has tried to
explain to U.K. Prime Minister Theresa May
that a no-deal Brexit would be a “disaster”
for the EU, but said that May seemed to be

“afraid” of that prospect. EU chief Brexit
negotiator Michel Barnier told the BBC on

Saturday that “as far as we are concerned,
no deal would be a disaster, because [for us]

it’s all or nothing.” “It’s about the lives of
people. It’s about the business. It’s about

jobs,” he said. Barnier said May’s
administration “has been obviously working

very hard to ensure that the negotiations are
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as successful as possible. And I have tried to
explain to her that if it is a no-deal Brexit, it
will be a disaster for the European Union.”
Some members of the bloc have said they
will not tolerate a no-deal Brexit, and the
U.K. has repeatedly said it is prepared to

leave without a deal if necessary. Asked by
the BBC whether May would not agree to

Barnier’s demands to give the EU’s
institutions more than just a “limited time”
to make sure the U.K. had better prepared
itself for a no-deal outcome, Barnier said, “I

am not a magician. I can’t make that
commitment for you.” The EU has said the

key issues of the negotiations are free
movement of people, money and the

jurisdiction of the European Court of Justice
(ECJ), which will remain the body’s final

arbiter on all issues that involve EU member
states. The U.K. maintains that a no-deal
Brexit will be the best outcome for British
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business and on March 29 “we will be out of
the EU, with or without a deal.” May’s

administration has also emphasized the
need to avoid a hard border between EU

member countries in Ireland, which is a part
of the U.K. but has decided to remain in the
bloc. May has said she is prepared to pay

Ireland “a 1cdb36666d
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